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ABSTRACT 

There are at least 15 states in the U.S. that use incarcerated people to fight wildland fires: 
Arizona, California, Colorado, Georgia, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, North Carolina, 
Oregon, South Dakota, Tennessee, Virginia, Washington, and Wyoming. This thesis outlines the 
broad adoption and ad-hoc nature of these programs, as well as the wide variation in data 
available about their operation. Though incarcerated men and women have been fighting fires in 
the U.S. for decades, many of these programs have received very little public scrutiny.  

The impacts of climate change, such as drought and warmer temperatures, have increased the 
likelihood of wildfires and the portion of the year when those fires are likely to spark. As climate 
change intensifies and the costs of disasters increase ² in 1990, the U.S. spent $390 million 
fighting wildfires and in 2021, the nation spent $2.3 billion ² the U.S. will have a growing need 
for firefighting labor. Meanwhile, the federal government is struggling to hire enough firefighters 
to meet the demand. Though numerous variables contribute to the creation, maintenance, and 
size of incarcerated firefighting programs, increasing and more dangerous fire activity could 
push states to consider using this labor more often. That makes it essential to understand the 
scope of these programs as well as their ultimate effect on participants.  
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Title: Professor of Science Writing, Director of the Graduate Program in Science Writing 
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The inferno that came to be known as the Carr Fire began in July 2018, when the rim of a flat 
camping trailer tire scraped the pavement of a state highway like steel on flint, throwing sparks 
RQWR�GU\�JUDVV�LQ�1RUWKHUQ�&DOLIRUQLD¶V�:KLVNH\WRZQ�1DWLRQDO�5HFUHDWLRQ�$UHD��7KH�ILUH�VSUHDG�
quickly, growing from a collection of manageable flames to an extreme conflagration in less than 
72 hours. By the time Joseph Quintero arrived as part of a New Mexico-based fire crew 
contracted to help fight the blaze, the base of firefighting operations outside the fire¶V�SHULPHWHU�
was humming with focused urgency. The atmosphere ² and the thrill of the risky work ² filled 
4XLQWHUR�ZLWK�DGUHQDOLQH��7KLV�ZDV�WKH�ELJJHVW�ILUH�KH¶G�HYHU�VHHQ��� 

During his 21 days fighting the Carr Fire, Quintero spent most of his time on a fire engine 
carrying water. The engine trailed crews on foot as they pulled up vegetation and stripped the 
ground to pure mineral soil ² D�SURFHVV�NQRZQ�DV�³GLJJLQJ�OLQH´�WKDW�NHHSV�ILUH�IURP�VSUHDGLQJ�
further. When flames jumped the line, a 29-year-old QXLQWHUR��WKH�FUHZ¶V�\RXQJHVW�PHPEHU��
would hop off the engine with a hose and drown it.  

It took thousands of firefighters more than a month to tame the hungry flames. By that time, the 
Carr Fire had scorched more than 200,000 acres, making it one of CaliIRUQLD¶V�ODUJHVW�ZLOGILUHV��
At one point, it sucked enough hot air up into the sky to create its own weather system.  

For Quintero, intense blazes like this one are an exhilarating part of a job that also provides focus 
DQG�SXUSRVH��³,W¶V�UHDO�therapeutic for me ² MXVW�FXWWLQJ��EHLQJ�RXW�KHUH�LQ�WKH�EHDXWLIXO�QDWXUH�´�
he says, in a scrubby section of New Mexico forest along the Rio Grande River. One day, he 
says, he might even like to join the highly trained, elite crews that are deployed into the most 
dangerous parts of fires. 

)RU�QRZ��WKRXJK��KH¶V�ILJKWLQJ�ILUH�RQ�D�FUHZ run through a collaboration between the New 
0H[LFR�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�&RUUHFWLRQV�DQG�WKH�VWDWH¶V�)RUHVWU\�Division. 7KDW¶V�EHFDXVH�KH¶V�
currently serving his third term in prison. Quintero got his first taste of fighting fire during an 
HDUOLHU�SHULRG�RI�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ��DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�VWDWH¶V�,QPDWH�:RUN�&DPS�3URJUDP��D�FUHZ�RI�
firefighters run out of the Central New Mexico Correctional Facility. The state pays incarcerated 
firefighters up to $2.50 an hour to cut trees and dig fire lines all around New Mexico. After 
Quintero was released in 2017, he got forestry jobs on the outside, like working in California on 
the Carr Fire. But about six months after his release, he was found with a small quantity of drugs 
during a traffic stop, which was a violation of his parole. In 2020 he ended up back in prison in 
Los Lunas, a small town about 25 miles south of Albuquerque.  

Incarcerated people fight fires as part of official programs in more than a dozen states in the U.S. 
The work they perform is similar to that of their non-incarcerated counterparts: They dig fire 
line, drown hot spots, and beat back flames amid mind-bending danger and heat. Today, the 
environment in which these programs operate is changing rapidly. Development in fire-prone 
areas has changed the frequency and intensity of American interaction with wildfires. Climate 
change is expected to make wildfires more extreme. And currently, the U.S. is facing a desperate 
shortage of firefighters. As climate change intensifies, states may be tempted to draw on 
incarcerated firefighting labor more often. 
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These ad hoc programs, which are primarily run by individual states, have different standards for 
data collection and regulation. That means that though incarcerated men and women have been 
fighting fires in the U.S. for decades, many of the programs have received little public scrutiny, 
and much about their operation remains unknown, including their ultimate effect on participants. 

About 150 miles southeast of the Central New Mexico Correctional Facility where the state
houses its incarcerated firefighting program, the VWDWH¶V�)RUHVWU\�'LYLVLRQ has built an ode to an 
iconic mascot.  

Smokey Bear Historical Park is in Capitan, a small New Mexico town cradled by rocky peaks 
north of the Lincoln National Forest. In 1950, just six years after the federal government created 
a fictional, firefighting bear as part of a war-time campaign to conserve lumber, firefighters 
discovered a two-month-old black bear cub among the cinders of a wildfire in those woods. They 
named the cub after Smokey, giving the imaginary icon a real-world analog. A small museum 
ORFDWHG�RQ�WKH�WLQ\�SDUN¶V�JURXQGV�LV�FRYHUHG�ZLWK�nostalgic memorabilia, ranging from the 
FODVVLF��³2QO\�<28�FDQ�SUHYHQW�IRUHVW�ILUHV´ posters to the real-OLIH�6PRNH\¶V�small leather bear 
harness. )RU�PRUH�WKDQ�VHYHQ�GHFDGHV��6PRNH\�KDV�VHUYHG�DV�DQ�HPEOHP�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�
approach to wildfires: smother every spark. 

That attitude is rooted in the early twentieth century. The U.S. government founded the Forest 
Service in 1905, part of efforts to conserve forests and regulate the explosion of private logging 
and grazing in the West on land the U.S. had seizHG�IURP�1DWLYH�$PHULFDQV��$V�WKH�DJHQF\¶V�
first rangers started their work, they faced resistance from settlers accustomed to more expedient 
land management that had allowed them to graze, log, or clear land as they saw fit. 

Then, in August 1910, a massive wildfire burned through about three million acres in Idaho and 
Montana. It killed more than six dozen firefighters and the smoke drifted all the way to Boston. 
The event is sometimes called the Big Burn, other times the Big Blowup. One forester is reported 
WR�KDYH�FDOOHG�LW�³D�YHULWDEOH�UHG�GHPRQ�IURP�KHOO�´ 

Fire is a natural part of many ecosystems. Periodic burns thin vegetation ² reducing fuel for 
future fires ² and renew soil. But 1910 was the first time that much of the nation had ever seen 
or heard of fire like this. After the Big Burn, the young Forest Service framed aggressive fire 
suppression as a form of heroic patriotism. Before Smokey, the Forest Service used a poster of 
Uncle Sam to communicate the message that forest fires were an ever-present enemy. 

In 1933, a New Deal work relief program called the Civilian Conservation Corps put single, 
XQHPSOR\HG�PHQ�WR�ZRUN�LQ�IRUHVWU\�DQG�ILUHILJKWLQJ��,W�GLGQ¶W�WDNH�ORQJ�EHIRUH�VWDWHV�EHJDQ�
XVLQJ�LQPDWHV�WR�GR�VLPLODU�ZRUN��:DVKLQJWRQ�6WDWH�FUHDWHG�LWV�ILUVW�³RIIHQGHU�KRQRU�FDPSV´�LQ�
1939. California established temporary firefighting camps a few years later, after the firefighting 
workforce had been depleted due to World War II troops shipping abroad. Over the next few 
decades, the camps spread throughout the country, with programs cropping up in states from 
Georgia to Arizona. 

Today, while CalifRUQLD¶V�LQFDUFHUDWHG�ILUHILJKWLQJ�SURJUDP�UHPDLQV�WKH�ODUJHVW�DQG�EHVW�NQRZQ�
in the nation, at least 14 other states also fight wildfires using incarcerated labor. The Federal 
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Bureau of Prisons operates incarcerated firefighting programs in another two states. Those 
workers fight fires in Western states such as Oregon and Colorado, where wildfires make 
national news, but also in more unexpected locations like North Carolina and South Dakota. 

Still more states have no formal incarcerated firefighting program but reserve the right to deploy 
incarcerated labor in emergencies. An analysis of emergency planning documents conducted by 
researchers at Texas A&M University found that 30 states included incarcerated labor in disaster 
preparation plans. Ten of those states explicitly allow for incarcerated firefighters, including 
some, like Arkansas and Texas, which do not currently have official programs. 

The ad-hoc nature and broad adoption of these programs raises a number of issues, ranging from 
the ethics of using incarcerated labor to the widespread lack of planning for the rising costs of 
disasters. These issues are only going to become more pressing: Studies have shown that climate 
change has contributed to a spike in weather-related disasters over the past half-century. And as 
human development continues to reach into previously uninhabited forests, humans are coming 
face-to-face with wildfires more than ever.  

Though warmer temperatures and higher incidence of drought means fire season is changing, 
there isQ¶W�QHFHVVDULO\�D�GLUHFW�OLQH�EHWZHHQ�FOLPDWH-worsened wildfire and more or bigger 
incarcerated firefighting programs. But as fires intensify and the costs to fight them climb, states 
may increasingly consider using incarcerated labor, in part to save money. States have already 
cited budgetary considerations as justification for the programs��,Q�LQWURGXFLQJ�1RUWK�&DUROLQD¶V�
SURJUDP��WKH�JRYHUQRU�UHSRUWHGO\�VDLG�LW�ZRXOG�VDYH�WKH�VWDWH�D�³WUHPHQGRXV´�VXP��1HZ�0H[LFR�
also supported the introduction of its program in part with economic arguments. In 1996, 
-HQQLIHU�6DOLVEXU\��1HZ�0H[LFR¶V�6HFUHWDU\�RI�(QHUJ\��0LQHUDOV�DQG�1DWXUDO�5HVRXUFHV��VDLG�the 
VWDWH¶V�SURJUDP ZRXOG�IRFXV�RQ�³labor-LQWHQVLYH�SURMHFWV�WKDW�ULJKW�QRZ�WKH�GHSDUWPHQW�GRHVQ¶W�
have the fundinJ�WR�LPSOHPHQW�´  

TKRVH�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�WKH�SURJUDPV�GLVDJUHH�RQ�ZKHWKHU�WKH\¶UH�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�ZD\�WR�WUDLQ�WKH�QH[W�
generation of firefighters while performing essential forest management work on the cheap, or a 
form of exploitative and dangerous labor.  

Some sociologists, criminal justice advocates, and former participants argue the programs exploit 
incarcerated labor in hazardous circumstances. And calls to reform the programs ² by providing 
higher wages, post-incarceration employment opportunities, and more agency for incarcerated 
workers ² have grown in recent years.  

Those dynamics, along with the conflicting and complex viewpoints about the programs, create a 
U.S. relationship with incarcerated firefighting as complicated as the national relationship to 
fire.     

IW¶V�DURXQG������LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�DQG�URXJKO\����GHJUHHV�EHORZ�IUHH]LQJ�ZKHQ�D�OLQH�RI�RUDQJH-
clothed men trudges out of a metal door on the side of the Central New Mexico Correctional 
Facility. They walk through chain-link fences crowned with spools of barbed wire and into an 
LGOLQJ�ZKLWH�WUXFN�ZLWK�³1HZ�0H[LFR�)RUHVWU\�'LYLVLRQ�)LUH�&UHZ´�VWDPSHG�RQ�LWV�side. The 
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vehicle will ferry them to the section of the prison where the New Mexico Inmate Work Camp 
Program houses its fire tools. 

By six AM, the firefighters are hurriedly gathering sleeping bags, water bottles, and fire-resistant 
coveralls to load into the truck. The group was woken up too late to eat breakfast and a 
PLVFRPPXQLFDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�SDUW�RI�SULVRQ�VWDIIHUV�PHDQW�OXQFKHV�ZHUHQ¶W�SDcked, so they throw 
MREs ² EURZQ�SDFNHWV�RI�XQDSSHWL]LQJ�³PHDOV�UHDG\-to-HDW´�RULJLQDOO\�FUHDWHG�WR�IHHG�VROGLHUV�
in combat ² LQWR�WKH�WUXFN��³&KDRWLF��KXK"´�VD\V�Michael Gonzales, a wildland firefighter with 
the state Forestry Division ZKR�KDV�EHHQ�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�1HZ�0H[LFR¶V�SURJUDP�IRU�DERXW�WZR�
decades and now leads it. Less than 20 minutes later, the carrier doors slam and the truck heads 
north, past the fences, the prison, and towards the forest. 

Opportunities to be outside the prison are one reason why many participants in incarcerated 
firefighting programs want to join them; the programs offer an alternative ² if only temporary 
² to notoriously horrific conditions on WKH�LQVLGH��$QG�1HZ�0H[LFR¶V�FDUFHUDO�V\VWHP��OLNH�
many in the U.S., has a history of brutally inhumane conditions. 

In 1980, those conditions rose to the event of national news when inmates took control of a state 
penitentiary, calling for an end to overcrowding and harassment by guards. The takeover started 
just before two AM on a chilly Saturday morning. Prison inhabitants broke into the prison 
hospital DQG�UDLGHG�LW�IRU�SKDUPDFHXWLFDOV��KHDYHG�D�ILUH�H[WLQJXLVKHU�DW�WKH�JODVV�RI�WKH�IDFLOLW\¶V�
control center until it busted, and used torches to burn through walls. By the time the uprising 
ended 36 hours later, more than 30 inmates lay GHDG��³6LJQLILFDQW�VHFXULW\�ODSVHV��XQGHUVWDIILQJ��
inadequate training and poor living conditions plagued the penitentiaU\�´�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�D state 
attorney general report describing the circumstances that led to the chaos. Cuts to prison 
programming helped push frustrations to a boil. It would become known as one of the most 
significant prison uprisings in U.S. history.  

The New Mexico DWWRUQH\�JHQHUDO¶V�UHSRUW�on the event called for an overhaul in how the state 
WUHDWV�LWV�LQFDUFHUDWHG�SRSXODWLRQ��³3ULVRQV�VLPSO\�GR�QRW�GHDO�ZLWK�WKH�EDVLF�SUREOHPV�RI�FULPH�LQ�
RXU�VRFLHW\�´�WKH�UHSRUW�UHDGV��³3ULVRQ�LV�D�GHKXPDQL]LQJ�H[SHULHQFH�«�,I�1HZ�0H[LFR�GRHV�QRW�
dramatically change its philosophy and practices about how to deal with criminals, there will be 
PRUH�WUDJHGLHV�´� 

In the aftermath of the uprising, the state agreed to a consent decree that still regulates carceral 
operations in New Mexico. The agreement sets standards on overcrowding, food services, and 
other aspects of prison life. Today, many criminal justice-reform organizations are pushing for 
further changes��³$EXVH�FDVHV�DUH�YHU\�FRPPRQ��%HLQJ�DEOH�WR�SURYH�WKHP�LV�QRW�FRPPRQ�´�VDLG�
Steven Allen, an attorney and the director of the New Mexico Prison and Jail Project, which 
SXUVXHV�FDVHV�UHODWHG�WR�DEXVHV�LQVLGH�WKH�VWDWH¶V�SULVRQs. 

New Mexico started its incarcerated fire program after below-average rainfall helped fuel a 
particularly grueling fire year for the Southwest. In early May of 1996, which falls outside of 
1HZ�0H[LFR¶V�WUDGLWLRQDO�summer fire season, the state was experiencing fire conditions it had 
never seen before. The governor declared a state of emergency. 
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Later that month, just a few days after the U.S. Forest Service pulled specialized fire crews from 
other fires to fight a blaze outside Taos, directors of the New Mexico Energy, Minerals and 
Natural Resources Department and the Department of Corrections appeared at a local 
government meeting in Lincoln County ² just north of the birthplace of the real-life Smokey 
Bear ² to pitch a plan to increase the workforce available to fight fires and perform land 
management work by training inmates from a nearby prison.  

³7KLV�VXPPHU¶V�FDWDVWURSKLF�ILUH�VHDVRQ�XQGHUVFRUHG�WKH�QHHG�WR�ILQG�D�ZD\�WR�UHVWRUH�WKH�
integrity of our natural resources and protect our homes and communities that border on forest 
ODQGV�´�UHDG�D�ERRNOHW�DERXW�WKH�SURSRVHG�SURJUDP�WKDW�ZDV distributed to legislators that year. 
³7KH�QHHG�LV�XUJHQW��WKH�WLPH�LV�QRZ��WKH�VROXWLRQ�LV�DW�KDQG�´ 

The state launched a pilot program even before the governor signed legislation in 1998 that 
officially established and funded the Inmate Work Camp Program. The program, modeled after 
an existing one in Nevada, would be open to minimum security male and female inmates. 
Incarcerated workers would make between 40 and 80 cents an hour to help thin forests and 
maintain land. (Those wages have since been increased to between $1.50 and $2.50 an hour, the 
maximum pay rate for inmates in New Mexico). Wages for non-incarcerated wildland 
firefighters are at least six times higher, making programs like this a bargain for financially 
squeezed government departments. 

Today, the Inmate Work Camp program is housed at the Central New Mexico Correctional 
Facility in Los Lunas. Until recently, the minimum-security inmates ² called Level Ones ² 
who are eligible to participate in the firefighting program lived in a separate part of the prison, 
sometimes referred to as the Farm. Getting there from Albuquerque requires driving past the 
SULVRQ¶V�PDLQ�HQWUDQFH�DQG�GRZQ�D�ORQJ�URDG�WKDW�VSOLWV�IDOORZ�ILHOGV��2Q�WKH�OHIW��D�UHG�WUDFWRU�
ZLWK�D�VLJQ�WKDW�UHDGV�³3HQLWHQWLDU\�)DUP�(VW� ����´�WHOOV�\RX�\RX¶UH�RQ�WKH�ULJKW�SDWK��/LNH�RWKHU�
areas of the prison, parts of the Level One facility are hemmed in with fencing and barbed wire, 
but here it feels more like a formality than an earnest security measure. 

A little over a year ago, due to a shortage of correctional officers and a decline in the 
incarcerated population, the prison moved all the Level Ones to the main higher security facility. 
The Farm facility is now deserted, except for the Forestry employees that work in its offices. The 
quiet yard and squat brown stucco buildings evoke a ghost town out of a Western film. Outside 
WKH�OLEUDU\��D�VLJQ�RQ�SULQWHU�SDSHU�UHDGV�³ZHQW�WR�WKH�EDWKURRP�´��,Q�$SULO�RI�������&RUUHFWLRQV�
put the entire firefighting program on hold aIWHU�DQ�LQPDWH�ZDONHG�RII�D�SURMHFW�VLWH��+H�KDVQ¶W�
been found).  

:DUGHQ�7LP�+DWFK��WKH�SULVRQ¶V�KLJKHVW�UDQNLQJ�RIILFLDO��VD\V�WKH�/HYHO�2QH�IDFLOLW\�LV�XQOLNHO\�
WR�EH�EDFN�LQ�RSHUDWLRQ�VRRQ��³8QWLO�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�VZLQJV�EDFN�XS��LI�LW�HYHU�VZLQJV�EDFN�up, the 
FDUP�MXVW�LVQ¶W�RQ�WKH�WDEOH�ULJKW�QRZ�´�KH�VD\V�IURP�KLV�RIILFH�GHVN��as a blues riff from his 
phone alerts him of a notification.  

Hatch, a self-SURFODLPHG�³VHFXULW\�JX\´�ZLWK�FORVH-cropped hair, worked in prisons in Texas and 
New Mexico before becoming the Warden at this facility in 2021. He sees the work camp 
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program as a boon, because it gives inmates ³D�SXUSRVH�RWKHU�WKDQ�sitting idly around and coming 
XS�ZLWK�DOO�WKH�EDG�WKLQJV�WKDW�VHHP�WR�JR�WKURXJK�WKHLU�KHDG�´� 

According to several program participants, working on fire crews helps build back a sense of 
KXPDQLW\�WKDW¶V�WRUQ�GRZQ�LQVLGH�WKH�SULVRQ�JDWHV��³:KHQ�\RX¶UH�LQ�WKHUH��\RX¶UH�WUHDWHG�PRUH�DV�
D�QXPEHU�´�VD\V�$OEHUW�6KHOE\��D���-year-old inmate with an easy laugh who says he ran from 
KLV�ILUVW�ILUH��³%XW�ZKHQ�ZH�FRPH�RXW�KHUH�² ,¶YH�KDG�VR�PDQ\�ILUHILJKWHUV�VKDNH�P\�KDQG��$QG�
[Program Director Michael Gonzales] gets aggravated at me, but he actually treats me like a 
SHUVRQ�´  

Lawrence Jaramillo is one of the New Mexico Inmate WoUN�3URJUDP¶V�JUHDWHVW�VXFFHVV stories.
His story is even included in its press materials. 

When Jaramillo was first assigned to the firefighting program in 2015, he thought he would have 
preferred a less intense assignment, like picking up trash as part of a highway crew. But 
eventually, he found a passion for the work and a skill for making trees crash down in the spots 
he chose. 

After his release in January 2018, Jaramillo went back to his old job tiling floors and got 
temporary gigs over the summers working as a seasonal firefighter for the state. But after getting 
stiffed on a tiling job at a Santa Fe mansion in late 2019, he decided it was time to take a chance 
RQ�D�GUHDP�KH¶G�KDG�VLQFH�KLV�WLPH�ILJKWLQJ�ILUHV�ZKLOH�LQFDUFHUDWHG��-DUDPLOOR�SDUWQHUHG�with 
another ex-incarcerated firefighter to start a company called All Around Forestry. When the 
company launched, it got feel-good coverage from ABC News and local TV stations, which 
IUDPHG�WKH�VWRU\�DV�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�OLIH¶V�VHFRQG�FKDQFHV� 

%XW�VXFFHVV�GLG�QRW�FRPH�HDVLO\��-DUDPLOOR¶V�SDUWQHU�OHIW�WKH�EXVLQHVV��jobs trickled in slowly, and 
the economy-crippling COVID pandemic hit. Jaramillo is lighthearted; during a recent lunch at a 
Mexican restaurant in Albuquerque he joked about everything from the Elon Musk-level money 
he saved up while fighting fire to how best to split the check. But when it comes to business, he 
is earnest; Jaramillo ² a single father who spent years in prison ² says launching his company 
is one of the hardest things he¶V�HYHU�GRQH� 

³,�SXW�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�,�KDG�LQWR�WKLV�EXVLQHVV�´�he says. 

The company is still drawing in customers and working on projects around Albuquerque and, 
GHVSLWH�WKH�GLIILFXOWLHV��-DUDPLOOR¶V�VWRU\�LV�RQH�RI�DFFRPSOLVKPHQW��1RW�RQO\�KDV�KH�IRXnd work 
RXWVLGH�RI�SULVRQ��EXW�KH¶V�DOVR�VWDUWHG�KLV�RZQ�EXVLQHVV��NHSW�LW�DIORDW��DQG�KLUHG�RWKHU�IRUPHUO\�
LQFDUFHUDWHG�SHRSOH��,W¶V�WKH�W\SH�RI�IXWXUH�WKDW�PDQ\�LQFDUFHUDWHG�ILUHILJKWLQJ�SURJUDPV�VD\�WKH\�
hope to foster for participants.  

North Carolina named its incarcerated firefighting program BRIDGE, an acronym for Building, 
5HKDELOLWDWLQJ��,QVWUXFWLQJ��'HYHORSLQJ��*URZLQJ��DQG�(PSOR\LQJ��7KH�PDQDJHU�RI�1HYDGD¶V�
program says reducing recidivism and instilling work ethic are among its chief goals. Corrections 
Departments across the country frame firefighting programs as a form of rehabilitation, a way to 
reduce recidivism, and valuable training for a life post-incarceration.  
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%XW��RXWVLGH�RI�DQHFGRWDO�H[DPSOHV�OLNH�-DUDPLOOR¶V�VWRU\��LW¶V�GLIILFXOW�Wo tell if programs are 
making good on that messaging. Few appear to keep or regularly track data verifying those 
claims ² and those that do have shown mixed results.  

Overall, the functioning of incarcerated firefighting programs is strikingly opaque. In some 
states, even basic information about them can be difficult to gather. Oftentimes, the programs are 
run through a partnership between the Department of Corrections and whichever state 
department is charged with managing forests, which means details on their operation may be 
split between the two agencies. Because the programs are created and managed by states, there is 
variation on how data is gathered and organized. In Georgia, the Department of Corrections 
provides some information on its firefighting program, such as the number of participants, in its 
annual report. In South Dakota, the state said it would be difficult to provide accurate data even 
on the number of people in the program. And in New Mexico, Gonzales planned to dig through 
cardboard fLOLQJ�ER[HV�WR�XQHDUWK�GDWD�DERXW�WKH�SURJUDP¶V�KLVWRU\�� 

Of all states that operate such programs, only Oregon and Colorado were able to readily provide 
data on recidivism rates for their firefighting programs. In Oregon, from 2015 to 2018, fire crew 
participants were arrested at a rate 17 percent lower than the general incarcerated population, and 
reincarcerated at a rate 2 percent lower than the general incarcerated population. The trend was 
the opposite in Colorado, where fire program participants had a higher recidivism rate, though 
WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�&RUUHFWLRQV�VDLG�WKH�ORZ�QXPEHU�RI�SDUWLFLSDQWV�LQ�LWV�SURJUDP�³dramatically 
LPSDFWV´�WKH�FDOFXODWLRQV. (In 2017, the most recent year for which data is available, there were 
only 12 fire program participants released).  

Quintero, who fought the Carr Fire in California and is now fighting fire with the Inmate Work 
Program for the second time, says he was ready to start work on the outside as soon as he was 
released a few years back. After completLQJ�D�SK\VLFDO�DJLOLW\�WHVW�ZLWK�RQH�RI�1HZ�0H[LFR¶V�
forestry districts, he was hired as an on-call firefighter and went back to his hometown to wait. 
+H�GLGQ¶W�HQG�XS�JHWWLQJ�WDSSHG�DW�DOO�WKDW�VXPPHU��and then he violated his parole.   

³,�ZDV�UHDG\�WR�MXVW�MXPS�ULJKW�LQ�´�KH�VD\V��³%XW�LW�GLGQ¶W�ZRUN�RXW�WKDW�ZD\�´ 

Another man on the New Mexico crew, Joseph Coon, had also been through the program before. 
Coon said the conditions of his parole, including where he was allowed to travel, made it 
difficult to pursue firefighting on the outside. Several other men in the program said that though 
they wanted to work in fire when they¶UH�UHOHDVHG, those options would depend on the flexibility 
of their parole. 

³,W�PDNHV�QR�GDPQ�VHQVH�´�VD\V�$PLND�0RWD��the poOLF\�GLUHFWRU�DW�WKH�<RXQJ�:RPHQ¶V�
)UHHGRP�&HQWHU��DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WKDW�ZRUNV�ZLWK�SHRSOH�ZKR¶YH�LQWHUDFWHG�ZLWK�WKH�FULPLQDO�
MXVWLFH�V\VWHP��³,I�\RX�DUH�SXWWLQJ�SHRSOH�LQ�MREV�GXULQJ�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�WKDW�DOORZV�XV�WR�EXLOG�
these skillsets, then we have to bH�DEOH�WR�EH�IXQQHOHG�LQWR�XVLQJ�WKRVH�ZKHQ�ZH�JHW�RXW�´ 

Mota fought structure fires in California for more than two years while incarcerated. The barriers 
formerly incarcerated firefighters face are by design, she says ² intrinsic to the carceral system. 
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And because people of color are disproportionately represented in the U.S. prison population, 
policies impacting incarcerated firefighters hurt communities of color more than others.  

The programs have garnered increasing scrutiny in recent years, at least in the states where 
WKH\¶UH�PRVW�YLVLEOH��&ULWLFLVPV�RIWHQ�VXUURXQG�WKUHH�HOHPHQWV�RI�WKH�programs. 

First, the pay, as for all prison jobs, is low. In some states, incarcerated firefighters earn close to 
$1 per hour. In Georgia, they are paid nothing. But in some states, like New Mexico, firefighters 
earn more than other prison workers, which helps drive interest in the program. Federally 
employed, non-incarcerated wildland firefighters earn at least $15 an hour, and policymakers are 
working to increase those wages to improve retention as climate change challenges fire 
management. 

Second are the barriers that confront the formerly incarcerated when they reenter society. While 
many states give people cash upon their release from prison to help MXPSVWDUW�WKHLU�QHZ�OLIH��LW¶V�
rarely enough to make a significant difference. California, according to reporting by the Marshall 
Project��LV�D�VWDWH�RQ�WKH�KLJK�HQG�RI�WKRVH�SD\PHQWV��,W�JLYHV�SHRSOH�������DQG�WKH�ILJXUH�KDVQ¶W�
changed since the 1970s. Some states also escrow PRQH\�IURP�D�ILUHILJKWHU¶V�PHDJHU�VDODU\��
squirreling it away for their release. Jaramillo was able to save thousands of dollars fighting fires 
while in prison ² at the time, enough to make him feel like the richest man in the world, he says 
² and it helped him when he got out. But many incarcerated people are also disbursing money 
for restitution payments to victims and spending money on phone calls and food, so not everyone 
can save up. 

Being able to find work and afford a life on the outside has been shown to reduce recidivism. 
And even in states like New Mexico where formerly incarcerated firefighters seem to be 
encouraged to move into similar jobs post-release, making those connections and navigating the 
system is left to the individual. In states like California, legal barriers have kept trained 
firefighters from joining the state's ranks. A California law signed in 2020 was meant to lower 
those barriers by permitting incarcerated firefighters to apply earlier for expungement of their 
records, allowing them to obtain the Emergency Medical Technician license required for 
firefighting jobs with the state. But Mota says the expungement process remains incredibly 
difficult.  

³,I�\RX�GR�QRW KDYH�OHJDO�VXSSRUW�DQG�D�WHDP�RI�SHRSOH�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�\RX��LW¶V�JRLQJ�WR�EH�D�ORW�WR�
WDNH�RQ�«�DQG�UHDOO\�XQUHDOLVWLF�IRU�D�ORW�RI�SHRSOH�WKDW�DUH�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�WKH�YHU\�EDVLFV�RI�
survival, which is housing and reuniting with your kids and getting a paycheck�´�she says. 
³([SXQJHPHQW�LV�XVXDOO\�QRW�DW�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�OLVW�RI�FRQFHUQV�ZKHQ�SHRSOH�FRPH�KRPH�´��  

)LQDOO\��WKHUH¶V�WKH�LVVXH�RI�FRQVHQW��:KLOH�VWDWHV�W\SLFDOO\�describe the programs as voluntary, 
VRPH�VFKRODUV�DQG�DGYRFDWHV�TXHVWLRQ�ZKHWKHU�WKDW¶V�Dlways true: Incarcerated people are often 
required to work, and can receive punishments ² including extended sentences ² for refusing 
to comply.   

But the programs also offer benefits, and some people work months or years to gain approval to 
join them. In some states, such as California and Colorado, firefighters can earn days off their 
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sentences for fighting fires��$QG�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�WKH�SURJUDPV��ZKHWKHU�WKH\¶UH�VHSDUDWH�FDPSV�RU�MXVW�
day trips from the prison like in New Mexico, means leaving facilities that are both restrictive 
DQG�GDQJHURXV��/LYLQJ�LQ�D�ILUH�FDPS�LV�³LQILQLWHO\�PRUH�KXPDQH´�WKDQ�SULVRQ��VD\V�0DWWKHZ�
Hahn, who worked as a firefighter while incarcerated in California. 

Mota, who says WKDW�&DOLIRUQLD¶V�UHOLDQFH�RQ�LQFDUFHUDWHG�ILUHILJKWLQJ�LV problematic and that the 
structure of the programs is designed to keep incarcerated people locked out of opportunities like 
future employment, also worries that criticisms could lead to their dissolve. 

³,�GR�QRW�WKLQN�WKHVH�SURJUDPV�VKRXOG�EH�JRQH�´�she says. ³7KDW¶V�DFWXDOO\�EHHQ�D�IHDU�RI�PLQH�
for many years about talking about the harder parts of this.´� 

TKH�EODQNHW�RI�VQRZ�RQ�WKH�JURXQG�LV�VR�WKLFN�GULYLQJ�LQWR�1HZ�0H[LFR¶V�6DQWD�)H�1DWLRQDO�
)RUHVW�RQ�D�UHFHQW�-DQXDU\�GD\�WKDW�*RQ]DOHV�LV�ZRUULHG�WKH�FUHZ�FDUULHU�ZRQ¶W�PDNH�LW�XS�WKH�
URDG��,W¶V�EHHQ�D�IHZ�KRXUV�VLQFH�WKH�SUH-dawn hustle to get the firefighting crew packed, and the 
sun is now up. It sends glints RI�OLJKW�RII�WKH�VQRZ�DV�WKH�FUHZ¶V�KHDY\�YHKLFOHV�VQDNH�WKHLU�ZD\�
up the mountain.    

The work camp program is headed to a prescribed burn, a planned fire where piles of brush are 
set ablaze to manage vegetation. Controlling burns like this one requires careful planning, and 
WRGD\¶V�FRQGLWLRQV�LQ�1HZ�0H[LFR�² windless with inches of snowpack ² means the fire is less 
likely to creep and grow.   

When the crew arrives in the canyon, U.S. Forest Service employees have already been working 
WKH�EXUQ�IRU�D�GD\��7RGD\¶V�WDVN�UHTXLUHV�OLJKWLQJ�XS�³VODVK�´�D�IRUHVWHU¶V�WHUP�IRU�SLOHV�RI�
branches. After a forest has been thinned with chainsaws, burning the slash reduces the fuel and 
canopy cover, depriving future fires of vegetation that help it spread out of control.  

The men will hike a mile up a steep canyon and light piles of slash that span hundreds of acres. 
7KH\¶OO�FDUU\�GULS�WRUFKHV��UHG�FDQLVWHUV�ILOOHG�ZLWK�D�PL[�RI�GLHVHO�DQG�JDV�WKDW�SRROV�RQWR�D 
lighted wick.  

The group loosely gathers around Fabian Montaño, a Forest Service employee with camouflage 
boot protectors zipped over his uniform. The crewmates have traded out their oranges for red, 
fire-proof gear, but their clothing is still emblazoneG�ZLWK�WKHLU�VWDWXV��³,:&�,QPDWH�1HZ�
0H[LFR�6WDWH�)RUHVWU\�´ Montaño warns the men to watch their footing in the knee-deep snow 
DQG�DVNV�WKHP�WR�NHHS�DQ�H\H�RXW�IRU�RQH�DQRWKHU��WKH�GD\¶V�VWLOO�DLU�PHDQV�WKH\¶OO�OLNHO\�EH�
sucking smoke as they work. 

³'HIinitely going to need lighters, man. I fell a few times ² quite a few times ² and the wick 
ZHQW�RXW�´�VD\V�0RQWDxR��³<RX�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�KDYH�WR�FOLPE�EDFN�GRZQ�´ 

³7KHVH�JX\V�DUH�QRW�VXSSRVHG�WR�KDYH�OLJKWHUV�´�VD\V�*RQ]DOHV. ,Q�SULVRQ��WKH\¶UH�FRQWUDEDQG��
Another work camp program employee jokes that the crewmates can make them on their own; 
all they need is a battery. Instead, the men are told to hike back to already burning piles to relight 
their torches.  
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Soon, the men line up at the trailhead with Quintero at the helm. Eric King, a soft-spoken inmate 
with a neck tattoo ZKR¶V�WKH�FUHZ¶V�VTXDG�ERVV, brings up the end and calls for a count. After a 
ELW�RI�MRVWOLQJ�DQG�D�FKRUXV�RI�³PRYLQJ�OLQH�´�WKH�PHQ�VWDUW�WKHLU�KLNH��7KHLr red clothing bobs 
starkly against the blindingly white, sunlit snow. 

Indigenous people have managed land using controlled burns for thousands of years��,W�ZDVQ¶W�
until the U.S. Forest Service came along in the early twentieth century that the technique fell out 
of favor in wide swaths of the country. In recent years, after urging from Indigenous groups 
(including some to whom burning is a cultural practice) and pressure from scientists, more state 
and federal agencies appear to be coming around to the idea that controlled fires can be a tool in 
preventing large, deadly conflagrations. In 2019, state forestry agencies intentionally burned 
more than 10 million acres, an increase of nearly 30 percent from 2011, according to data 
gathered by the National Association of State Foresters. In 2021, New Mexico and California 
passed legislation intended to make it easier for private landowners to pursue prescribed burns by 
reducing their liability, and federal lawmakers have also introduced legislation supporting them. 

But prescribed burns and forest management alone are unlikely to rein in an onslaught of 
wildfires, as climate change leads to warmer temperatures, uneven precipitation, and more 
frequent drought. 

The national forest in New Mexico shows those scars already. Montaño points out trees that were 
toppled over by their own weight because they were full of moisture but weak at the root. This 
year, wind whipped through the canyon and snapped other trees, made brittle by dry conditions, 
at the trunk. 

The Southwest will become warmer and more arid due to climate change, but all the ways in 
which fire activity will shift there are not fully understood. By the end of the century, the United 
Nations expects the likelihood of catastrophic wildfires to increase by more than 50 percent 
worldwide. 

³)LUH�EHKDYLRU�LV�FKDQJLQJ�´�VDLG�0LFKDHO�&ULPPLQV��D�FOLPDWH�VFLHQWLVW�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�
$UL]RQD��³:H
UH�LQ�UHDO�WLPH�MXVW�WU\LQJ�WR�PDNH�VXUH�ZH�XQGHUVWDQG�KRZ�WKRVe changes are 
HYROYLQJ�´ 

And iW¶V�QRW�MXVW�ILUH�WKDW¶V�changing��3HRSOH�DUH�LQFUHDVLQJO\�PRYLQJ�LQWR�ZKDW¶V�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�
WKH�³ZLOGODQG-XUEDQ�LQWHUIDFH�´�ZKHUH�KXPDQ�GHYHORSPHQW�RYHUODSV�ZLWK�ZKDW�KDG�EHHQ�
wilderness. With more people living there, builGLQJ�KRPHV�LQ�WKH�FUDJV�RI�&DOLIRUQLD¶V�6LHUUD�
Nevada and near New Mexico forestland that locals call the bosque, fires are threatening modern 
development more often. An exhibit at the Smokey Bear Museum in Capitan strikes a scolding 
WRQH�RYHU�WKH�WUHQG��³For many years now, many people have built homes in or near the forest. 
7KH�QHZ�UHVLGHQWV�JHQHUDOO\�GR�QRW�FRQVLGHU�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�ZLOGILUH�´�6PRNH\�UHFRPPHQGV�
establishing a defensible space of unburnable material around your home. Some Californians 
have taken to papering their houses with aluminum wrapping that looks like tinfoil to protect 
them from flames.  
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³,QVWHDG�RI�ILUH�VHDVRQ��QRZ�ZH�WKLQN�RI�D�ILUH�\HDU�PHQWDOLW\�´�VDLG�%HWK�,SVHQ��D�VSRNHVSHUVRQ�
for the National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC), which coordinates national response to wildfire. 
³7KHUH
V�W\SLFDOO\�JRLQJ�WR�EH�D�QHHG�IRU�ZLOGILUH�UHVSRQVH�VRPHZKHUH�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\ throughout 
WKH�\HDU�´ 

That will likely lead to more difficulties and troublesome health implications for firefighters. In 
addition to the dangers associated with live fire, firefighting has been linked to heart disease and 
cancer as well as suicide and post-traumatic stress disorder. Wildland firefighters must navigate 
exhausting red tape in filing workers compensation and healthcare claims, on top of wages that 
PDQ\�GHVFULEH�DV�LQDGHTXDWH��³7KH�VHDVRQV�DUH�ORQJHU��DQG�ZH¶UH�QRW�EHLQJ�WUHDWHG�DQ\�EHWWHU�´�
one firefighter told Reuters last year. 

1HZ�0H[LFR¶V�LQFDUFHUDWHG�ILUHILJKWLQJ�SURJUDP�LV�also constantly dealing with much more 
demand than it can handle. ³7KHVH�JX\V�JHW�SXOOHG�HYHU\�ZKLFK�ZD\�´�VD\V�0RQWDxR�DW�WKH�EXUQ�
VLWH��³,W¶V�OLNH�µ+H\��ZH�QHHG�µHP�¶�µ1R��ZH�QHHG�µHP�¶�:H�KDYH�WR�IOLS�FRLQV�VRPHWLPHV�´ 

Those in the program are aware of these pressures. ³%HFDXse of the situation with climate 
change, and the shortage of workers right now��WKH\�QHHG�XV�PRUH�WKDQ�HYHU�´�VD\V�1LFKRODV�
Tanner, an IWC worker, on a break from working on a project in the bosque.  

7KLV�\HDU¶V�ZLOGILUH�VHDVRQ�KDV�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�D�devastating one in New Mexico, with hundreds of 
thousands of acres burned and an emergency disaster declaration from the Biden administration. 
A prescribed burn in the Santa Fe National Forest that blazed out of control started one of the 
largest fires. And, at the moment at least, the Inmate Work Camp program is not able to help; 
after the April walk-off, the Department of Corrections paused the program to re-assess security 
protocols.  

Outside the Smokey Bear Museum in Capitan, a wooden path leads to the grave of the real-life 
Smokey. After spending more than two decades at the National Zoo in Washington, D.C. 
LQVSLULQJ�JHQHUDWLRQV�RI�VFKRRO�FKLOGUHQ�DV�³D�OLYLQJ�V\PERO�RI�ZLOGILUH�SUHYHQWLRQ�´�WKH�EHDU�
died of old age. His body was returned to Capitan in 1976, where it was buried in the SDUN¶V yard 
during a 3 a.m. ceremony engineered to avoid threats of someone kidnapping the body. 

Further down the path kneels a bronze statue of a wearied firefighter. His downturned head rests 
in one hand. The other hand leans on his helmet, which is sitting on the ground, for support. Next 
to him, a pair of empty work boots sit on a log, near an ax and a tightly coiled fire hose. The 
Wildland Firefighter Foundation dedicated the memorial, which honors firefighters killed on the 
fire line, LQ�������$�QHDUE\�VLJQ�XUJHV�YLVLWRUV�WR�³UHPHPEHU�WKH�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�WKDW�UXQ�LQWR�
GDQJHU�DV�RWKHUV�UXQ�DZD\�´ 

$XWKRU¶V�note on language: 

Throughout the course of my reporting, the people I interviewed ² including those currently and 
formerly incarcerated and those never incarcerated ² at times referred to currently 
LQFDUFHUDWHG�SHRSOH�DV�³LQPDWHV�´�:KHUH�SRVVLEOH��,�KDYH�WULHG�WR�XVH�SKUDVHV�OLNH�³LQFDUFHUDWHG�
SHRSOH´�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FHQWHU�WKH�KXPDQLW\�RI�WKHVH�LQGLYLGXDOV�UDWKHU�WKDQ�IUDPLQJ�WKHLU�LGHQWLW\�DV�
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one wholly connected to their status within the criminal justice system. However, this story also 
uses the word ³inmate,´ as it was used by those I interviewed and is likely more familiar to a 
broad audience.  
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https://foresthistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/1-Miller_Native_American_Land_Ownership.pdf
https://foresthistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/1-Miller_Native_American_Land_Ownership.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5444731.pdf
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6 Fire is a natural part of many ecosystems��³7KH�(FRORJLFDO�%HQHILWV�RI�)LUH�´�National 
Geographic, January 15, 2020, https://www.nationalgeographic.org/article/ecological-benefits-
fire/ 

6 But it was the first time that much of the nation had ever seen or heard of fire like this: Michael 
KRGDV��³+XJH�:HVWHUQ�)LUHV�LQ������&KDQJHG�8�6��:LOGILUH�3ROLF\��:LOO�7RGD\¶V�
&RQIODJUDWLRQV�'R�WKH�6DPH"´�Inside Climate News, September 11, 2020, 
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/11092020/western-wildfires-big-blowup-forest-policy/ 

6 In 1933, a New Deal work relief program��³&KDSWHU����7KH�6XFFHVV�RI�WKH�([SHULPHQW�´�The 
Civilian Conservation Corps, 1933-1942: A New Deal Case Study. U.S. National Park Service, 
January 3, 2008, https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/online_books/ccc/salmond/chap7.htm 

6 :DVKLQJWRQ�6WDWH�FUHDWHG�LWV�ILUVW�³RIIHQGHU�KRQRU�FDPSV´�LQ�������³&RUUHFWLRQDO�&DPSV�
3URJUDP�´�:DVKLQJWRQ�6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�1DWXUDO�5HVRXUFHV��
https://www.dnr.wa.gov/CorrectionalCamps 

6 California established temporary firefighting camps a few years later��³&RQVHUYDWLRQ��)LUH��
&DPSV�´�&DOLIRUQLD�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�&RUUHFWLRQV�DQG�5HKDELOLWDWLRQ��
https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/facility-locator/conservation-camps/  

6 ZKLOH�&DOLIRUQLD¶V�LQFDUFHUDWHG�ILUHILJKWLQJ�SURJUDP�UHPDLQV�WKH�ODUJHVW�DQG�EHVW�NQRZQ: 
Samantha *UDVVR��³)LJKWLQJ�)LUH�IRU�)UHHGRP�´�AJ Plus, December 14, 2021, 
https://www.ajplus.net/stories/article-fighting-fire-for-freedom 

7 An analysis of emergency planning documents conducted by researchers at Texas A&M: J. 
&DUOHH�3XUGXP��0LFKHOOH�$��0H\HU��³3ULVRQHU�/DERU�7KURXJKRXW�WKH�/LIH�&\FOH�RI�'LVDVWHUV�´�
Risk, Hazards, & Crisis in Public Policy, May 12, 2020, 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/rhc3.12191 

7 ranging from the ethics of using incarcerated labor��-DUHG�$��%URFN��³$V�&DOLIRUQLD�:LOGILUHV�
5DJHG��,QFDUFHUDWHG�([SORLWHG�IRU�/DERU�´�USA Today, November 11, 2020, 
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/policing/2020/11/11/california-wildfires-raged-
incarcerated-exploited-labor-column/6249201002/ 

7 the rising costs of disasters��&KULVWRSKHU�)ODYHOOH��³8�6��'LVDVWHU�&RVWV�'RXEOHG�LQ�������
5HIOHFWLQJ�&RVWV�RI�&OLPDWH�&KDQJH�´�The New York Times, January 7, 2021, 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/07/climate/2020-disaster-costs.html? 

7 And as human development continues to reach into previously uninhabited forests: Krishna 
Rao, Alexandra Konings, Marta Yebra, Noah Diffenbaugh, Park WilOLDPV��³7KH�)DVWHVW�
3RSXODWLRQ�*URZWK�LQ�WKH�:HVW¶V�:LOGODQG-Urban Interface is in Areas Most Vulnerable to 
:LOGILUHV�´�The Conversation, February 7, 2022, https://theconversation.com/the-fastest-
population-growth-in-the-wests-wildland-urban-interface-is-in-areas-most-vulnerable-to-
wildfires-173410 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/article/ecological-benefits-fire/
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7 as fires intensify and the costs to fight them climb��%RE�%HUZ\Q��³3D\LQJ�IRU�([WUHPH�:HDWKHU��
:LOGILUH��+XUULFDQHV��)ORRGV�DQG�'URXJKWV�4XDGUXSOHG�LQ�&RVW�6LQFH������´�Inside Climate 
News, August 25, 2020, https://insideclimatenews.org/news/25082020/extreme-weather-costs-
wildfire-climate-change/ 

7 ,Q�LQWURGXFLQJ�1RUWK�&DUROLQD¶V�SURJUDP��WKH�JRYHUQRU�UHSortedly said: J. Carlee Purdum. 
³5HKDELOLWDWLRQ�RU�([SORLWDWLRQ"�,QFDUFHUDWHG�)LUHILJKWHUV�LQ�1RUWK�&DUROLQD�´�Carolina Planning 
Journal: Volume 45 / Hazards in the Southeastern United States, January 5, 2021.  

7 ,Q�������-HQQLIHU�6DOLVEXU\��1HZ�0H[LFR¶V�Secretary of Energy, Minerals and Natural 
Resources, said��&DUOD�&URZGHU��³,QPDWHV�0D\�:RUN�LQ�)RUHVWV�´�Albuquerque Journal, October 
8, 1996.  

7 Some sociologists, criminal justice advocates, and former participants argue the programs 
exploit incarcerated��-��&DUOHH�3XUGXP��³5HKDELOLWDWLRQ�RU�([SORLWDWLRQ"�,QFDUFHUDWHG�)LUHILJKWHUV�
LQ�1RUWK�&DUROLQD�´�Carolina Planning Journal: Volume 45 / Hazards in the Southeastern United 
States, January 5, 2021. Also, Interview with Barron Jones, ACLU of New Mexico, January 5, 
2021.  

7 And calls to reform the programs��-DLPH�/RZH��³:KDW�'RHV�&DOLIRUQLD�2ZH�,WV�,QFDUFHUDWHG�
)LUHILJKWHUV"´�The Atlantic, July 27, 2021, 
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2021/07/california-inmate-firefighters/619567/ 

8 notoriously horrific conditions on the inside��$XVWLQ�)LVKHU��³-DLO�LV�+HPRUUKDJLQJ�0HGLFDO�
6WDII��'RHVQ¶W�+DYH�D�'RFWRU��&RXUW�'RFXPHQWV�6KRZ�´�SourceNM, January 10, 2022, 
https://sourcenm.com/2022/01/10/jail-is-hemorrhaging-medical-staff-doesnt-have-a-doctor-
court-documents-show/ 

8 1HZ�0H[LFR¶V�FDUFHUDO�V\VWHP��OLNH�PDQ\�LQ�WKH�8�6���KDV�D�KLVWRU\�RI�EUXWDOO\�LQKXPDQH�
conditions��3KDHGUD�+D\ZRRG��³'HYDVWDWLQJ�3HQLWHQWLDU\�5LRW�RI������&KDQJHG�1HZ�0H[LFR�
DQG�LWV�3ULVRQV�´�The Santa Fe New Mexican, February 1, 2020, 
https://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/devastating-penitentiary-riot-of-1980-
changed-new-mexico-and-its-prisons/article_be64a016-31ae-11ea-a754-fb85e49fca77.html 

8 In 1980, those conditions rose to the event of national news��:D\QH�.LQJ��³6FHQH�RI�5LRW�DQG�
0D\KHP�<LHOGV����%RGLHV�DW�3ULVRQ�LQ�1HZ�0H[LFR�´�The New York Times, February 5, 1980, 
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1980/02/05/112083204.html?pageNumber=1  

8 The takeover started just before two AM on a chilly Saturday morning��³5HSRUW�RI�WKH�$WWRUQH\�
General on the February 2 and 3, 1980 riot at the Penitentiary of New Mexico: Part 1 The 
3HQLWHQWLDU\�7KH�5LRW�7KH�$IWHUPDWK�´�6WDWH�RI�1HZ�0H[LFR�2IILFH�RI�WKH�$WWRUQH\�*HQHUDO��
June 1980, https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles1/Digitization/72933NCJRS.pdf 

8 the state agreed to a consent decree��0LNH�*DOODJKHU��³'ZLJKW�'XUDQ�/HG�WKH�&KDUJH�IRU�
Prison 5HIRUP�´�Albuquerque Journal, January 26, 2020, 
https://www.abqjournal.com/1413710/dwight-duran-led-the-charge-for-prison-reform.html 

https://insideclimatenews.org/news/25082020/extreme-weather-costs-wildfire-climate-change/
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8 ³$EXVH�FDVHV�DUH�YHU\�FRPPRQ´: Interview with Steven Allen, New Mexico Prison and Jail 
Project, December 21, 2021.  

8 New Mexico started its incarcerated fire program after below-average rainfall: George 
-RKQVRQ��³)LHUFH�VWUXJJOH�LQ�6RXWKZHVW�7LQGHUER[�´�The New York Times, May 7, 1996, 
https://www.nytimes.com/1996/05/07/us/fierce-struggle-in-southwest-tinderbox.html 

8 The governor declared a state of emergency��³)LUHILJKWHUV�*DLQLQJ�RQ�1HZ�0H[LFR�)LUH�´�UPI 
Archives, May 8, 1996, https://www.upi.com/Archives/1996/05/08/Firefighters-gaining-on-
New-Mexico-fire/5995831528000/ 

9 just a few days after the U.S. Forest Service pulled specialized fire crews from other fires: 
&RG\�+RRNV��³,I�7KHUH¶V�ILUH�RQ�WKH�0RXQWDLQ�´�Taos News, May 23, 2016, 
https://www.taosnews.com/news/if-there-s-fire-on-the-mountain/article_9ef1c4c1-06c8-5f5d-
b334-83415a2efd2c.html 

9 the New Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department and the Department of 
Corrections appeared at a local government meeting��'RULV�&KHUU\��³6WDWH�:DQWV�WR�8VH�)RUW�DV�
Inmate CoQVHUYDWLRQ�&DPS�´�Carrizozo Lincoln County News, May 16, 1996. 

9 ³7KLV�VXPPHU¶V�FDWDVWURSKLF�ILUH�VHDVRQ�XQGHUVFRUHG�WKH�QHHG�WR´��³1HZ�0H[LFR¶V�%XUQLQJ�
Issues ² 6ROXWLRQ��,QPDWH�:RUN�&DPSV�´�1HZ�0H[LFR�RI�(QHUJ\��0LQHUDOV�DQG�1DWXUDO�
Resources Department, October 1996. 

9 The state launched a pilot program��&DUOD�&URZGHU��³,QPDWHV�0D\�:RUN�LQ�)RUHVWV�´�
Albuquerque Journal, October 8, 1996. 

9 would be administered by the Department of Corrections and the Department of Energy, 
Minerals and Natural Resources Forestry Division and it would be open to both male and female 
inmates: HB0170, New Mexico, 1998.  

9 Those wages have since been increased to between $1.50 and $2.50 an hour: Interview with 
Michael Gonzales, Inmate Work Camp Program, May 12, 2022. 

9 incarcerated workers often make less than several dollars per hour or per day: Wendy Sawyer. 
³+RZ�0XFK�'R�,QFDUFHUDWHG�3HRSOH�(DUQ�LQ�(DFK�6WDWH"´�3ULVRQ�3ROLF\�,QLWLDWLYH��$SULO�����
2017, https://www.prisonpolicy.org/blog/2017/04/10/wages/ 

9 Wages for non-incarcerated wildland firefighters are at least six times higher��³6DODU\�7DEOH�
2022-*6�,QFRUSRUDWLQJ�WKH������*HQHUDO�6FKHGXOH�,QFUHDVH�(IIHFWLYH�-DQXDU\������´�8�6��
Office of Personnel Management, https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/pay-
leave/salaries-wages/salary-tables/pdf/2022/GS_h.pdf  
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9 Today, the Inmate Work Camp program is housed at the Central New Mexico Correctional 
Facility��³,QPDWH�:RUN�&DPS�3URJUDP�´�1HZ�0H[LFR�RI�(QHUJ\��0LQHUDOV�DQG�1DWXUDO�
Resources Department, https://www.emnrd.nm.gov/sfd/contact-us/inmate-work-camp-iwc/ 

9 In April of 2022, Corrections put the entire firefighting program on hold: Interview with Eric 
Harrison, New Mexico Corrections, April 12, 2022.  

10 According to several program participants, working on fire crews helps build back a sense of 
humanity: Interviews with Inmate Work Camp Program Participants, January 10, 2022.  

10 His story is even included in its press materials��³,QPDWH�:RUN�&DPS�3URJUDP�´�'RFXPHQW�
provided by Michael Gonzales, Inmate Work Camp Program, December 9, 2021.  

10 When Jaramillo was first assigned to the firefighting program: Interview with Lawrence 
Jaramillo, All Around Forestry, November 18, 2021.  

10 feel-good coverage from ABC News and local TV stations��(OOD�7RUUHV��³)RUPHU�,QPDWHV�6WDUW�
)RUHVWU\�&RPSDQ\�$IWHU�:RUNLQJ�DV�)LUHILJKWHUV�LQ�3ULVRQ�´�ABC News, December 23, 2020, 
https://abcnews.go.com/US/inmates-start-forestry-company-working-firefighters-
prison/story?id=69047697 

10 ³,�SXW�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�,�KDG�LQWR�WKLV�EXVLQHVV´: Interview with Lawrence Jaramillo and David 
Fisher, All Around Forestry, January 12, 2022.  

10 North Carolina named its incarcerated firefighting program BRIDGE��³<RXWK�2IIHQGHUV�
)RUHVW�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�3URJUDP��%5,'*(��´�1RUth Carolina Department of Public Safety, 
https://www.doc.state.nc.us/dop/program/BRIDGE.htm 

10 7KH�PDQDJHU�RI�1HYDGD¶V�SURJUDP�VD\V�UHGXFLQJ�UHFLGLYLVP: Interview with Eric Antle, 
Nevada Division of Forestry, November 18, 2021.  

11 In some states even basic information about them can be difficult to gather: Emails from 
Michael Winder, South Dakota Department of Corrections, May 6, 2011 and April 28, 2022. 
Email with Leo Honeycutt, Mississippi Department of Corrections, May 6, 2022. 

11 In Georgia, the Department of Corrections provides some information��³$QQXDO�5HSRUW�
�����´�*HRUJLD�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�&RUUHFWLRQV��
http://www.dcor.state.ga.us/sites/default/files/sites/all/gdc/files/pdf/Research/Monthly/GDC%20
FY2020%20Annual%20Report.pdf 

11 In South Dakota, the state said it would be difficult to provide accurate data: Emails from 
Michael Winder, South Dakota Department of Corrections, May 6, 2011 and April 28, 2022 

11 in New Mexico, Gonzales planned to dig through cardboard filing boxes to unearth some 
data: Interview with Michael Gonzales, Inmate Work Camp Program, May 12, 2022. 

https://www.emnrd.nm.gov/sfd/contact-us/inmate-work-camp-iwc/
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11 In Oregon, from 2015 to 2018, fire crew participants were arrested at a rate: Email from 
Nicki Basinger, Oregon Department of Corrections, March 3, 2022.  

11 The trend was the opposite in Colorado: Email from Colorado Department of Corrections on 
0DUFK���������DQG�³6WDWLVWLFDO�5HSRUW�)<�����´�&RORUDGR�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�&RUUHFWLRQV��
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YgwkSLhLUiOtt46QD6Mhe9iqREGM06ei/view 

11 says he was ready to start work on the outside as soon as he was released: Interview with 
Joseph Quintero, Inmate Work Camp Program, January 10, 2022. 

11 Another man on the New Mexico crew, Joseph Coon: Interviews with Inmate Work Camp 
Program Participants, January 10, 2022. 

11 ³,W�PDNHV�QR�GDPQ�VHQVH´��,QWHUYLHZ�ZLWK�$PLND�0RWD��<RXQJ�:RPHQ¶V�)UHHGRP�&HQWHU��
February 23, 2022.  

12 The programs have garnered increasing scrutiny in recent years��0DGHOHLQH�*UHJRU\��³,I�1RW�
3ULVRQHUV��:KR�:LOO�)LJKW�WKH�:HVW¶V�:LOGILUHV"´�Sierra, September, 21, 2020, 
https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/if-not-prisoners-who-will-fight-west-s-wildfires 

12 First, the pay, as for all prison jobs, is low��:HQG\�6DZ\HU��³+RZ�0XFK�'R�,QFDUFHUDWHG�
3HRSOH�(DUQ�LQ�(DFK�6WDWH"´�3ULVRQ�3ROLF\�,QLWLDWLYH��$SULO�����������
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/blog/2017/04/10/wages/ 

12 In Georgia, they are paid nothing: Email from Lori Benoit, Georgia Department of 
Corrections, November 29, 2021.  

12 But in some states, like New Mexico, firefighters earn more than other prison workers: Email 
from Karen Cann, New Mexico Department of Corrections, May 13, 2022.  

12 Federally employed, non-incarcerated wildland firefighters earn at least $15 an hour: 
³8SGDWH��:LOGODQG�)LUHILJKWHU�3D\��&ODVVLILFDWLRQ�LQ�,QIUDVWUXFWXUH�/DZ�´�8�6��)RUHVW�6HUYLFH��
February 2, 2022, https://www.fs.usda.gov/inside-fs/delivering-mission/excel/wildland-
firefighter-pay-classification-infrastructure-law 

12 California, according to reporting by the Marshall Project: Mia Armstrong and Nicole 
/HZLV��³:KDW�*DWH�0RQH\�&DQ��$QG�&DQQRW��%X\�´�The Marshall Project, September 10, 2019, 
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2019/09/10/what-gate-money-can-and-cannot-buy 

12 WKH�ILJXUH�KDVQ¶W�FKDQJHG�VLQFH�WKH�����V��.ULVWLQ�7RXVVDLQW��³7KLV�3URJUDP�LV�7HVWLQJ What 
+DSSHQV�:KHQ�<RX�*LYH�&DVK�WR�3HRSOH�/HDYLQJ�3ULVRQ�´�Fast Company, September 28, 2021, 
https://www.fastcompany.com/90680420/this-program-is-testing-what-happens-when-you-give-
cash-to-people-leaving-prison 

12 many incarcerated people are also disbursing money for restitution payments to victims, 
spending money on phone calls and food, and at times sending money home to their families: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YgwkSLhLUiOtt46QD6Mhe9iqREGM06ei/view
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0LD�$UPVWURQJ�DQG�1LFROH�/HZLV��³:KDW�*DWH�0RQH\�&DQ��$QG�&DQQRW��%X\�´�The Marshall 
Project, September 10, 2019, https://www.themarshallproject.org/2019/09/10/what-gate-money-
can-and-cannot-buy 

12 Being able to find work and afford a life on the outside has been shown to reduce recidivism: 
Grant Duwe and Makada Henry-1LFNLH��³$�%HWWHU�3DWK�)RUZDUG�IRU�&ULPLQDO�-XVWLFH��7UDLQLQJ�
DQG�(PSOR\PHQW�IRU�&RUUHFWLRQDO�3RSXODWLRQV�´�%URRNLQJV�,QVWLWXWLRQ��$SULO�������
https://www.brookings.edu/research/a-better-path-forward-for-criminal-justice-training-and-
employment-for-correctional-populations/ 

12 In states like California, legal barriers have kept trained firefighters: Kiara Quaranta. 
³&DOLIRUQLD�:LOO�$OORZ�)RUPHU�,QPDWHV�WR�+DYH�5HFRUGV�([SXQJHG�VR�7KH\�&DQ�)LJKW�)LUHV�´�
Cronkite News, September 24, 2020, https://cronkitenews.azpbs.org/2020/09/24/california-allow-
former-inmates-records-expunged-fight-fires/ 

12 Mota says the expungement process remains incredibly difficult: Interview with Amika Mota, 
<RXQJ�:RPHQ¶V�)UHHGRP�&HQWHU��)HEUXDU\����������� 

12 While states typically describe the programs as voluntary, some scholars and advocates 
TXHVWLRQ�ZKHWKHU�WKDW¶V�DOZD\V�WUXH��'DYLG�)DWKL��³3ULVRQHUV�$UH�*HWWLQJ�3DLG�������D�'D\�WR�
)LJKW�WKH�&DOLIRUQLD�:LOGILUHV�´�$&/8�RUJ��1RYHPEHU�����������
https://www.aclu.org/blog/prisoners-rights/prisoners-are-getting-paid-145-day-fight-california-
wildfires 

12 Incarcerated people are often required to work, and can receive punishments��³&DQ�<RX 
5HIXVH�WR�:RUN�D�-RE�:KHQ�<RX¶UH�LQ�3ULVRQ"´�+RZ�WR�-XVWLFH��https://howtojustice.org/going-
to-prison/refuse-work-prison/ 

12 some people work months or years to gain approval to join them: Interviews with Inmate 
Work Camp Program Participants, January 10, 2022. 

12 In some states, such as California and Colorado��0LKLU�=DYHUL��³$V�,QPDWHV��7KH\�)LJKW�
&DOLIRUQLD¶V�)LUHV��$V�([-&RQYLFWV��7KHLU�)LUHILJKWLQJ�3URVSHFWV�:LOW�´�The New York Times, 
November 15, 2018, https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/15/us/california-paying-inmates-fight-
fires.html 

13 Living in a fire camp is ³LQILQLWHO\�PRUH�KXPDQH´�WKDQ�SULVRQ: Interview with Matthew Hahn, 
March 1, 2022.  

13 Mota ² ZKR�VD\V�WKDW�&DOLIRUQLD¶V�UHOLDQFH��,QWHUYLHZ�ZLWK�$PLND�0RWD��<RXQJ�:RPHQ¶V�
Freedom Center, February 23, 2022.  

13 a prescribed burn, a planned fire where piles of brush are set ablaze: Julie Anne Overton. 
³6)1)�0D\�,PSOHPHQW�*DOOLQDV�:8,�3UHVFULEHG�3LOH�%XUQ�0RQGD\�´�8�6��)RUHVW�6HUYLFH��
January 7, 2022, https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/santafe/news-events/?cid=FSEPRD985409 
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https://www.brookings.edu/research/a-better-path-forward-for-criminal-justice-training-and-employment-for-correctional-populations/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/a-better-path-forward-for-criminal-justice-training-and-employment-for-correctional-populations/
https://cronkitenews.azpbs.org/2020/09/24/california-allow-former-inmates-records-expunged-fight-fires/
https://cronkitenews.azpbs.org/2020/09/24/california-allow-former-inmates-records-expunged-fight-fires/
https://howtojustice.org/going-to-prison/refuse-work-prison/
https://howtojustice.org/going-to-prison/refuse-work-prison/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/15/us/california-paying-inmates-fight-fires.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/15/us/california-paying-inmates-fight-fires.html
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13 7RGD\¶V�WDVN�UHTXLUHV�OLJKWLQJ�XS�³VODVK´��%ODLQH�.RUWHPH\HU��³:LQWHU�3UHVFULEHG�%XUQ�WR�
5HGXFH�6ODVK�3LOHV�´�8�6��1DWLRQDO�3DUN�6HUYLFH��'HFHPEHU�����������
https://www.nps.gov/moru/learn/news/winter-prescribed-burn-to-reduce-slash-piles.htm 

14 Indigenous people have managed land using controlled burns��³,QGLJHQRXV�)LUH�3UDFWLFHV�
6KDSH�2XU�/DQG�´�8�6��1DWLRQDO�3DUN�6HUYLFH��https://www.nps.gov/subjects/fire/indigenous-
fire-practices-shape-our-land.htm 

14 ,W�ZDVQ¶W�XQWLO�WKH�8�6��)RUHVW�6HUYLFH�FDPH�DORQJ�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�WZHQWLHWK�FHQWXU\��³8�6��)RUHVW�
6HUYLFH�)LUH�6XSSUHVVLRQ�´�)RUHVW�+LVWRU\�6RFLHW\� https://foresthistory.org/research-explore/us-
forest-service-history/policy-and-law/fire-u-s-forest-service/u-s-forest-service-fire-suppression/# 

14 Indigenous groups (including some to whom burning is a cultural practice): Ezra David 
5RPHUR��³7KH�5DFLVW Removal of Native Americans in California is Often Mission From 
:LOGILUH�'LVFXVVLRQV��([SHUWV�6D\�´�Capital Public Radio, September 16, 2020, 
https://www.capradio.org/articles/2020/09/16/the-racist-removal-of-native-americans-in-
california-is-often-missing-from-wildfire-discussions-experts-say/  

14 more state and federal agencies appear to be coming around��³$�1DWLRQDO�&RKHVLYH�:LOGODQG�
)LUH�0DQDJHPHQW�6WUDWHJ\�´�8�6��)RUHVW�6HUYLFH��������
https://www.fs.usda.gov/treesearch/pubs/38646 

14 In 2019, state forestry agencies intentionally burned��³�����1DWLRQDO�3UHVFULEHG�)LUH�8VH�
5HSRUW�´�7KH�1DWLRQDO�$VVRFLDWLRQ�RI�6WDWH�)RUHVWHUV��WKH�&RDOLWLRQ�RI�3UHVFULEHG�)LUH�&RXQFLOV��
April 2020, https://www.stateforesters.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2020-Prescribed-Fire-
Use-Report.pdf 

14 In 2021, New Mexico and California passed legislation��9LFHQWH�9HUD��³�����1HZ�/DZV��
+HUH¶V�:KDW¶V�1HZ�LQ�&DOLIRUQLD�IRU�3UHVFULEHG�%XUQV�´�$%&���'HFHPEHU�����������
https://www.abc10.com/article/news/local/wildfire/2022-new-laws-california-prescribed-
burns/103-78d56344-4956-4241-9b47-288f2c3aa621 

14 federal lawmakers have also introduced legislation supporting them: Eric Bontrager. 
³/DZPDNHUV�3URSRVH�WR�%RRVW�8VH�RI�3UHVFULEHG�)LUHV�´�7KH�1DWXUH�&RQVHUYDQF\��0D\�����
2021, https://www.nature.org/en-us/newsroom/prescribed-fire-bill-proposed/ 

14 The national forest in New Mexico shows those scars already: Reporting in Santa Fe National 
Forest, January 11, 2022. 

14 by the end of the century, the United Nations expects the likelihood of catastrophic wildfires: 
³1XPEHU�RI�:LOGILUHV�WR�5LVH�E\�����E\������DQG�*RYHUQPHQWV�$UH�1RW�3UHSDUHG��([SHUWV�
:DUQ�´�7KH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�(QYLURQPHQW�3URJUDP��)HEUXDU\�����������
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/number-wildfires-rise-50-2100-and-
governments-are-not-prepared.  
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https://www.nps.gov/subjects/fire/indigenous-fire-practices-shape-our-land.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/fire/indigenous-fire-practices-shape-our-land.htm
https://www.stateforesters.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2020-Prescribed-Fire-Use-Report.pdf
https://www.stateforesters.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2020-Prescribed-Fire-Use-Report.pdf
https://www.abc10.com/article/news/local/wildfire/2022-new-laws-california-prescribed-burns/103-78d56344-4956-4241-9b47-288f2c3aa621
https://www.abc10.com/article/news/local/wildfire/2022-new-laws-california-prescribed-burns/103-78d56344-4956-4241-9b47-288f2c3aa621
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/number-wildfires-rise-50-2100-and-governments-are-not-prepared
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/number-wildfires-rise-50-2100-and-governments-are-not-prepared
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14 ³)LUH�EHKDYLRU�LV�FKDQJLQJ´: Interview with Michael Crimmins, University of Arizona, 
December 20, 2021.  

14 3HRSOH�DUH�LQFUHDVLQJO\�PRYLQJ�LQWR�ZKDW¶V�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�WKH�³ZLOGODQG-XUEDQ�LQWHUIDFH´: 
Krishna Rao, Alexandra Konings, Marta Yebra, Noah Diffenbaugh, 3DUN�:LOOLDPV��³7KH�)DVWHVW�
3RSXODWLRQ�*URZWK�LQ�WKH�:HVW¶V�:LOGODQG-Urban Interface is in Areas Most Vulnerable to 
:LOGILUHV�´�The Conversation, February 7, 2022, https://theconversation.com/the-fastest-
population-growth-in-the-wests-wildland-urban-interface-is-in-areas-most-vulnerable-to-
wildfires-173410 

14 Californians have taken to papering their houses with aluminum��³$OXPLQXP�)RLO�8VHG�WR�
:UDS�&DOLIRUQLD�+RPHV�WR�3URWHFW�)URP�:LOGILUHV�´�The Associated Press, September 18, 2021, 
https://ktla.com/news/california/wildfires/aluminum-foil-used-to-wrap-california-homes-to-
protect-from-wildfires/ 

15 ³,QVWHDG�RI�ILUH�VHDVRQ´: Interview with Beth Ipsen, National Interagency Fire Center, 
February 8, 2022.  

15 In addition to the dangers associated with live fire: Mara Kardas-1HOVRQ��³$V�:LOGILUHV�
%UHDN�5HFRUGV��)LUHILJKWHUV�)DFH�*URZLQJ�+HDOWK�5LVNV�´�InvestigateWest/Crosscut, September 
28, 2020, https://crosscut.com/focus/2020/09/wildfires-break-records-firefighters-face-growing-
health-risks 

15 Wildland firefighters must navigate exhausting red tape in filing workers compensation and 
healthcare claims��%ULDQQD�6DFNV��³:LOGODQG�)LUHILJKWHUV�$UH�5HO\LQJ�RQ�*R)XQG0H�WR�6XUYLYH�
$IWHU�*HWWLQJ�,QMXUHG�2Q�7KH�-RE�´�BuzzFeed News, December 13, 2021, 
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/briannasacks/wildland-firefighters-gofundme-injuries 

15 ³7KH�VHDVRQV�DUH�ORQJHU´: Avi Asher-6FKDSLUR��'DYLG�6KHUILQVNL��³µ7KLV�,V Just Another 
Low-3D\LQJ�-RE¶�6D\�2YHUWD[HG�8�6��)LUHILJKWHUV�´�Reuters, July 14, 2021, 
https://www.reuters.com/article/usa-wildfires-jobs-firefighters/refile-feature-this-is-just-another-
low-paying-job-say-overtaxed-u-s-firefighters-idUSL5N2OJ1E6 

15 ³%HFDXVH�RI�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�ZLWK�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH´: Interviews with Inmate Work Camp Program 
Participants, January 10, 2022. 

15 7KLV�\HDU¶V�ZLOGILUH�VHDVRQ�KDV�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�D�GHYDVWDWLQJ�RQH�LQ�1HZ�0H[LFR: Eric 
:HVWHUYHOW��³)LUH�&UHZV�%DWWOLQJ�WKH�0DVVLYH�1HZ�0H[LFR�:LOGILUH�:DQW�D�%UHDN�IURP�
5HOHQWOHVV�:LQG�´�135��0D\�����������KWWSV���ZZZ�QSU�RUJ�2022/05/13/1098547723/fire-crews-
new-mexico-wildfire-relentless-wind 

15 the Inmate Work Camp program is not currently able to help: Email from Karen Cann, New 
Mexico Department of Corrections, May 13, 2022.  
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